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DEFINITIONS: 
 
Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers 
treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow. For lead or 
copper it is the level which, if exceeded in over 10% of the homes tested, 
triggers treatment. 
Cancer Group: A qualitative weight-of-evidence judgement as to the likelihood 
that a chemical may be a carcinogen for humans. Each chemical is placed into 
one of the following five categories: 

 

Group Category 

A Human carcinogen 

B 

Probable human carcinogen: 
B1 indicates limited human evidence; 
B2 indicates sufficient evidence in animals and inadequate or no 
evidence in humans 

C Possible human carcinogen 

D Not classifiable as to human carcinogenicity 

E Evidence of noncarcinogenicity for humans 



 

 

 
This categorization is based on EPA’s 1986 Guidelines for Carcinogen Risk 
Assessment. The Proposed Guidelines for Carcinogen Risk Assessment which 
were published in 1996, when final, will replace the 1986 cancer guidelines.  
10-4 Cancer Risk: The concentration of a chemical in drinking water 
corresponding to an estimated lifetime cancer risk of 1 in 10,000. 
 
DWEL: Drinking Water Equivalent Level. A lifetime exposure concentration 
protective of adverse, non-cancer health effects, that assumes all of the exposure 
to a contaminant is from drinking water. 
 
HA: Health Advisory. An estimate of acceptable drinking water levels for a 
chemical substance based on health effects information; a Health Advisory is not 
a legally enforceable Federal standard, but serves as technical guidance to assist 
Federal, state, and local officials. 
 
One-day HA: The concentration of a chemical in drinking water that 
is not expected to cause any adverse noncarcinogenic effects for up 
to one day of exposure. 
 
Ten-day HA: The concentration of a chemical in drinking water that 
is not expected to cause any adverse noncarcinogenic effects for up 
to ten days of exposure. 
 
Lifetime HA: The concentration of a chemical in drinking water that 
is not expected to cause any adverse noncarcinogenic effects for a 
lifetime of exposure. 
 
LED10: Lower Limit on Effective Dose10. The 95% lower confidence limit of 
the dose of a chemical needed to produce an adverse effect in 10% of those 
exposed to the chemical, relative to the control. 
 
MCLG: Maximum Contaminant Level Goal. A non-enforceable health goal 
which is set at a level at which no known or anticipated adverse effect on the 
health of persons occur and which allows an adequate margin of safety. 
 
MCL: Maximum Contaminant Level. The highest level of a contaminant that is 
allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLG as feasible using 
the best available treatment technology and taking cost into consideration. 
MCLs are enforceable standards. 
 
RfD: Reference Dose. An estimate (with uncertainty spanning perhaps an order 
of magnitude) of a daily oral exposure to the human population (including 
sensitive subgroups) that is likely to be without an appreciable risk of deleterious 
effects during a lifetime. 
 
SDWR: Secondary Drinking Water Regulations. Non-enforceable Federal 
guidelines regarding cosmetic effects (such as tooth or skin discoloration) or 
aesthetic effects (such as taste, odor, or color) of drinking water.  
 



 

 

TT: Treatment Technique. A required process intended to reduce the level of a 
contaminant in drinking water. 
 
ABBREVIATIONS 

D Draft 
F Final 
NA Not Applicable 
NOAEL No-Observed-Adverse-Effect-Level 
OPP Office of Pesticide Programs 
P Proposed 
Reg Regulation 
TT Treatment Technique 

 


